Second-line carboplatin-based chemotherapy for small cell lung cancer: the Groningen experience.
In this report, the results of two phase II studies and one pilot study of second-line carboplatin-based chemotherapy for small cell lung cancer are described. Carboplatin plus vincristine given with or without ifosfamide resulted in response rates of 36% and 53%, respectively, in so-called chemotherapy-resistant patients. Toxicity of the carboplatin/vincristine regimen was mild (hematologic toxicity grade 4 was seen with 13% of the courses), whereas the combination including ifosfamide resulted in grade 4 thrombocytopenia in 57% of the courses and grade 4 leukocytopenia in 49%. A partial response was seen in one of nine patients with progression of brain metastases after chemotherapy, and in three patients the neurologic function score improved, with minor tumor reduction evident on computed tomography scan of the brain. We conclude that carboplatin is a useful agent for second-line chemotherapy in patients with an early relapse after induction chemotherapy.